Formulating a functional model of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder for the practicing speech-language pathologist.
Speech-language pathologists need to embrace new models of service delivery if their work with children having ADHD is to be successful. Old models that are oriented toward deficits have proven to be ineffective, but application of a systems-theory approach from the social sciences to ADHD, together with support from recent educational research, provides a contextually-related model of service delivery. This model is discussed in terms of three major issues--identifying and describing students with ADHD, helping them overcome their problems, and meeting the needs of their teachers and parents--and how it may guide more effective assessment and intervention of ADHD students in educational settings.